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Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 
They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. 
It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit. 

Jeremiah 17: 7 - 8 

The Federation of Middleham (VA) & Spennithorne (VC) CE Primary Schools 
 

Friday 17th July 2026 – Newsletter 

             This term our Christian Value is Thankfulness 

Mrs Dudman news 

As we come to the end of another successful school year, we need to say goodbye to a number of valued members of 

staff. 

Mrs Barber has been the Federation SENCO for many years and has worked tirelessly to support countless children and 

families across both schools. Her expertise and commitment have helped many pupils thrive and achieve success. We 

would like to thank her for everything she has done for the schools and wish her a very happy retirement. She will be 

greatly missed. We are pleased that Mrs Ibbotson will be taking on the role of SENCO. She has worked closely with Mrs 

Barber over the past few weeks to make sure that all the relevant information is handed over and to ensure a smooth 

transition in September. 

Miss McKenzie has been a teaching assistant in Sycamore class, providing fantastic support to pupils and staff alike. She 

has built wonderful relationships with the children and has been a valued member of the team. Miss McKenzie is leaving 

us to continue her studies and we wish her every success for the future. We look forward to hearing about all she achieves! 

Miss Peacock joined Oak Class earlier this year to teach Years 5 and 6 and has done a wonderful job of supporting the 

children through a busy and important time. We will miss her and are grateful for the commitment, care and 

professionalism she has brought to the role and thank her for her contribution to our school. 

Looking ahead to September, Miss Batten will continue in her role as Sycamore Class Teacher but will be reducing her 

working week to four days. We are delighted to have appointed Mrs Foxwell to teach the class on Fridays. Mrs Foxwell 

brings a wealth of experience and has worked in several local schools. She will be visiting during the first week of term to 

meet the children before teaching her first Friday session. 

I have only been at Middleham and Spennithorne CE Schools for three weeks, but have been continually impressed by 

the dedication, professionalism and care shown by every member of staff. They work incredibly hard every day to provide 

the very best opportunities for our children, and I know you will join me in thanking them for all they do. We are very 

fortunate to have such a committed and talented team. 

Federation Bus 

The bus will be continuing to shuttle children between our school sites next year, an email has been sent to all families to 

request or confirm a space for your child on this service. Please refer to the email for further details. Spaces are offered 

on a first come first served basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

Start of Day End of Day 

Leave Spennithorne at 8.30am Leave Middleham 3.15pm 

Arrive at Middleham at 8.40am Arrive at Spennithorne 3.25pm 

Leave Middleham 8.45am Leave Spennithorne 3.30pm 

Arrive at Spennithorne 8.55am  Arrive at Middleham at 3.40pm 

tel:01969-623474
mailto:spennithorneadmin@fed-mas.n-yorks.%20sch.uk
mailto:spennithorneadmin@fed-mas.n-yorks.%20sch.uk
mailto:middlehamadmin@fed-mas.n-yorks.sch.uk


Spennithorne, Leyburn, North 
Yorkshire DL8 5PR 
Tel:01969-623474       

spennithorneadmin@fed-mas.n-
yorks. sch.uk  

Park Lane, Middleham, Leyburn, North Yorkshire DL8 4QX 
Tel 01969 623592 

middlehamadmin@fed-mas.n-yorks.sch.uk 

 

Inspired Chocolate 

Sycamore Class had a super trip to Inspired Chocolate in Leyburn this week. Children watch handmade chocolates being 

made in the viewing gallery and explored the journey of cocoa bean to chocolate bar. We finished our visit by making 

our very own chocolate pizzas. 

 

  Kingsley Park 

‘The best school trip ever’ were the words used by Oak Class to describe the visit they had to Kingsley Park this week. 

We enjoyed a fabulous morning learning all about horse racing. We saw the horses exercising and training on the 

gallops. This was followed by our very own races from the stalls! The morning was fascinating and very educational! 

Thank you to Mark Johnston and all the staff who led the morning.  
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Diary Dates 

17.07 School closes for summer break 
07.09 Staff Training Day 
08.09 School reopens for all students 

Term dates for the next school year are available on our website  
https://fed-mas.n-yorks.sch.uk/term-dates/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stars of the week 17.07.26 

Maple Class 
 

Thea for working so hard all year and always enjoying a challenge. Well Done 
Bobby for showing a great attitude to learning and working hard all year. Well Done. 

Birch Class Rocco and Piper for excellent recounts of our visit to Aysgarth Falls.  

Sycamore Class Woody for a super year in Sycamore. We wish him all the best at his new school journey - continue 

shining brightly 

Oak Class 
 

Joshua W and Reuben for always showing a positive attitude to learning and having a wonderful year. 
Louise and Toby for always following our school values and being a positive member of our school. 
Thomas for his superb input during First Aid this morning.  

 

 

Wishing all of our wonderful children and families a super Summer Holidays, we hope you relax and 

recharge and we look forward to seeing you all back in school on September 8th. 
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What’s On over Summer 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Richmond Dance Centre 
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Foxglove Covert 

There's a new children's trail at Foxglove Covert  

just in time for the summer holidays! 

This time, we're learning about insect life cycles  

From tiny nymphs to beautiful dragonflies,  

do you know who grows into who?  

Follow the clues around the red route 

and match the nymphs to the adult.  

When you're done, head back to the Field Centre to 

 get your trail sheet stamped!  

Pick up your trail sheet at the Field Centre 

 for just £1 (only available during Field Centre opening hours)  

and get exploring!  
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→ From ] 

At North Yorkshire Sport we help support families to keep everyone in 
the household, and especially children, active. 

Find out more on our website North Yorkshire Sport 

  

 

 

https://northyorkshiretogether.co.uk/feast/feast-activities/ 

  

Catterick Leisure Centre 

From Between 08:00-09:30  

Until 16:30-17:30 

Ages 5-11 

Must bring a packed lunch and appropriate 

sports 

 and water wear (No Crocs) 
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